
Shotover Wetland Restoration

Our Vision 
To protect and restore the native 

biodiversity of the Whakatipu Basin 
through revegetation projects, 

collaboration, education and advocacy.

The Whakatipu Reforestation Trust work with the 
community to grow and plant out native plants, 

including threatened species. The Trust depends 
on the ongoing support of local volunteers and 

donors in order to achieve our vision. 

Get involved or donate at wrtqt.org.nz

Shotover wetland is classified as 
“Regionally Significant” due to the 
presence of olearia lineata (part of the 
tree daisy group), a threatened plant 
species and representative of the 
area's unique ecological and physical 
characteristics.

Wetlands are considered to be the kidneys of the 
earth. Wetland plants are crucial for filtering 
toxins from water as it runs off the surrounding 
land and eventually into rivers. Wetlands provide 
significant spawning grounds and habitat for a 
range of diverse plants, animals, fish, birds, and 
insects.

Wetland plants are adapted to living with wet feet. 
Many have special adaptations such as buttress 
roots, hollow stems and aerial roots to cope with 
anaerobic (lacking oxygen) soil conditions. Many 
have adapted to different water level tolerances.

In the last 150 years, more than 90% of our 
wetlands in New Zealand have been destroyed, 
and remaining wetlands are under threat from 
land modification and other human activities.
To address this loss restoration projects, such as 
this one, are spearheaded by forward-thinking 
individuals, community groups, schools, land 
managers and councils.

The revegetation around the edges will provide a 
buffer of native plants that will help to protect the 
wetland from runoff, as well as provide shelter 
and habitat for birds and invertebrates. This will 
encourage natural regeneration within and around 
the wetland.

Download more free resources 
on the Whakatipu Reforestation 
Trust website at wrtqt.org.nz

Plant Hunt

Thanks to Generation Give, Total Brand and 
Queenstown Print for the production of this leaflet.



Flax / harakeke
Phormium tenax

Tree daisy 
Olearia lineata

Lancewood 
Pseudopanax crassifolius

Pūrei
Carex secta

Mingimingi
Coprosma propinqua

South Island kōwhai
Sophora microphylla

Raupō
Typha orientalis

Fragrant tree daisy
Olearia fragrantissima

Fierce lancewood
Pseudopanax ferox

Sharp spike sedge 
Eleocharis acuta

Weeping māpou
Myrsine divaricata

Deciduous tree daisy
Olearia hectorii
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